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MINISTERIAL STAFF 
PASTOR:  Dr. Robert J. Blankenship 

MIN. OF MUSIC:  Rev. Gilbert Westberry 
MIN. OF STUDENTS:  Rev. Paul Leigh 

 
Contact Information:   

478-237-7564 (Telephone) 
478-237-5235 (Fax) 

swainsborofbc@bellsouth.net 
www.fbcswainsboro.org 

www.fbcswainsboroyouth.com 

P A U L’ S  P O R C H  

Seeking Approval 

Romans 12:2 
2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will 

be able to test and approve what God's will is—His good, 

pleasing and perfect will.   

 What nearly everyone wants most out of life is to fit 

in.  We want people to like us--we need a group of friends 

who accept us.   

 It’s great to fit in, but the problem is there are a lot of 

things about the society we’re trying to fit into that God 

isn’t pleased with.  Romans reminds us that it’s more im-

portant to seek God’s approval than society’s--and that 

those two things are often opposites.   

 So, today is a day of reflection and self-assessment.  

In what ways might you be conforming more to this 

earthly world than to God’s heavenly world?  List three 

things here.  Be honest with yourself.  This may be diffi-

cult.  

1.___________________________________ 

2.___________________________________ 

3.___________________________________ 

 Pray about this list.  You may even show it to your 

youth leader so the two of you can pray about it together 

and formulate a plan for getting more on track with God’s 

will for your life.   

In His Grip, 

Paul 

 

WE NEED CANDY FOR THE FALL FESTIVAL.  

PLEASE PLACE CANDY IN THE BOX OUTSIDE 

PAUL’S OFFICE.   

October Youth Schedule: 
Prayer Breakfast Every Wed. @ 7:15 AM at 

McDonald’s 

FOCUS every Wed. @ 6:45 PM 
 

Sunday, October 31st 

Fellowship with the Methodist Youth 

after Vespers.   

What:  Fall Festival 

When:  Sunday, November 7, 2010 

Time:  4:30 PM 

We need some candy again this year for our annual 

Fall Festival.  If you would like to donate some 

candy this year, please drop it in the box outside of 

Paul’s office.  Thank you for your support.   

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
October 24, 2010 

Sunday School 180 
Worship 238 
Received $ 

Rcvd. T/D $ 

Needs T/D $ 

New Bldg. Acct. T/D $ 

(This figure reflects amount after 
expenditures.)  

MISSION STATEMENT 

 To be a Christ-centered community, guiding people to a life-

changing relationship with God in Christ through Worship, Dis-

cipleship, Ministry, Missions and Fellowship.   

MENU, NOVEMBER 3-Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic Bread and Dessert.  
Please call no later than Noon on Tuesdays to make reservations or 
cancellations.   

IF you can attend the GA Baptist Convention in Albany as 
a messenger, please sign in at the Church Office for con-
firmation and registration card.  (November 15-16) 
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FALL FESTIVAL 

 
NOVEMBER 7 

4:30 PM 

 
Fun and Games 

 

Rides 

 

Food 
(Hot Dogs, Chili, Chips, 

Drinks - $3.00) 

 

FOR THE FAMILY 

Come One 

Come All 

but 

Come!   

 

Invite a Friend, Neighbor 

or Family 

URGENT APPEAL  
The Lighthouse is no longer being 
printed by a professional printer.  In
-house printing is being done for 
the present.  The publication 
serves a dynamic and supportive 
role in our church, and you are be-
ing asked to choose how you 
would like to receive The Light-
house!  The choices are:   
 
_____ 1.  Please continue to mail 
me a hard copy.   
_____ 2.  Please send it to me by 
ñe-mailò at the following:  
____________________________ 
_____ 3.  I will view it on the 
churchôs webpage.  A hard copy is 
no longer needed.   
 
Please register your response by:  
1) call the Church Office with name 
and ñe-mailò; 2) slips of paper will 
be available in Sunday School 
classes for name and response; 3) 
ñtear outò this notice and mail or 
bring to the Church Office.  Time to 
respond will be given!   
 
*Please sign your name!   
____________________________ 
(Name) 



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS - Week of Oct. 31 

Hospitality: Nick Herrington, Chm., John D. Scott, PM Chm., Greg 

Barwick, Marcelle Brannon, Barry Burrell, John Claxton, Bill Eng-

lish, Danny Greenway, Glenn Hendrix, David Kent, Jerry Lawson, 

Jr., Freddie McVey, Bessie Neele Rich, Johnny Roberts, Bobby 

Sasser, Don Wilkes, Doug Wilkinson.   

Greeters: Wayne Cannady, Chm., Barry Burrell, Gene Fields, 

David Kent, Jerry Lawson, Jr., Don Wilkes.   

Tape, Audio, TV: Carroll Gambrell, David Morgan, Julian Scon-
yers, Garland Thompson.  

Children’s Church: Angela & Marty Ray (Grades 1-3). Amanda 

Reynolds, Jodi Reynolds (Pre-K & Kindergarten). Nov. 7-Beth Ad-

ams, Carol Yeomans (Pre-K & Kindergarten).  

Nursery: Cherry and Megan Morris. Nov. 7-Holly Page.  

Offering Counting: Greg Barwick, Chm., Martin Bridges, Edwin 

Canady, Jim Free. Nov. 7-William Johnson, Chm., Ed Bolton, 

Freddie McVey, John D. Scott.  

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

2010:  A Year of the Good Book 

Sunday, October 31 

8:30 AM-TV Cable 2, Northland 

9:45 AM-Sunday School 

11:00 AM-Worship (Radio, 97.1 FM) 

2:30 PM-Bonus Cantata Rehearsal 

5:00 PM-Youth Choir 

6:00 PM-Fifth Sunday Night 

Monday, November 1 

8:15 AM-Fit for Life I 

6:00 PM-Youth Committee Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

Tuesday, November 2 

Election Day 

3:00 PM-Fit for Life II 

Wednesday, November 3 

8:15 AM-Fit for Life I 

4:30 PM-Student Handbells 

5:30 PM-Family Night Supper 

6:00 PM-Orchestra 

6:00-6:45 PM-Acteens 

6:00-6:45 PM-Children’s Choirs 

6:30 PM-Prayer & Devotions 

6:45 PM-FOCUS 

6:45 PM-Adult Handbells 

6:45-7:30 PM-G.A.’s, Mission Friends, R.A.’s 

7:30 PM-Adult Choir 

Thursday, November 4 
3:00 PM-Fit for Life II 

7:00 PM-Church-wide Visitation 

Friday, November 5 

8:15 AM-Fit for Life I 

Saturday, November 6 

Set Clocks back one hour before going to bed.   
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THIS SUNDAY AT WORSHIP 
October 31, 2010 

 

Morning Worship, 11:00 AM 
Oneôs Statue in Christ; Luke 19:1-10 

 

Vespers, 6:00 PM 
Fifth Sunday Night 

FIRST FAMILY NEWS 
Anniversaries:  November 5-Mr. & Mrs. Tom Purvis.   
Birthdays:  October 31-Judy Womack, Eric Yeomans.  Novem-
ber 1-Helen Center, Tracy Coxwell, Debbie Wilkerson.  Novem-
ber 2-Logan Hall, Gilbert Westberry.  November 3-Melba Burrell, 
Patty Hairr, Brooke Frye.  November 4-Jane Barnes, Edward 
Bolton, Deana Patrick.  November 5-Maryanna Durden, Robert 
Gunn, Doris Lincks, Amy McCord.  November 6-Jeanne Davis, 
Leslie Hood, Bill Sasser, Carolyn Scott.   
Thank You:  We received a thank you note from Jane Shepherd 
and it is posted on the bulletin board outside the Church Office.   

Music Notes 
ADULT CHOIR 

 These are busy days for all of us.  In the midst of all 

your activity, please remember that I am counting on your 

faithful attendance at all remaining rehearsals between now 

and cantata time.  You are doing very well, but we will 

need all the remaining time.   

 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC 

This is the last call to join us for the cantata.  Please 

talk to me if you need more information.  We would be 

delighted to have you!   

The next cantata “bonus” rehearsal is this Sunday, 
October 31 at 2:30.  We’re also having fifth Sunday 

night with the Methodists.  (My understanding is that 

halloween activities are supposed to be done on 

Saturday.)  So, everyone please mark your calendar.   

 

 YOUTH MUSIC 
HEY, SIXTH GRADERS!  Now is the time for you to 
join the Youth Choir.  Please give us a try!   
Thanks for the really good rehearsal Sunday.  And, 
especially thanks for singing in the evening service.  
You were excellent!   
This is a reminder that we will sing for the fifth Sun-
day night service this week.  You will be having a fel-
lowship afterwards.  Letõs have a big crowd!!   
High school guys, I have Christmas music just for 
you.  I need to know of your commitment so that 
we can get started rehearsing.   

FIFTH SUNDAY NIGHT 
FUMC Meets With Us  

6:00 PM 
Rev. Bill Woodson 

Brass Ensemble  
Youth Choir  

Fellowship Meal 
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T H E  P A S T O R  W R I T E S  

 “Say what you mean; mean what you say!”  I believe such 

exaltation.  The bridge between the “two” is interpretation!  In 

public life, and specifically the arena we call politics, such 

exaltation may be followed, but often seems to be misused 

and abused!  What one (one side) says has to be interpreted by 

another (the other side).  This past week, via the news media, 

such was expressed several times as I watched a brief news 

report.  The arena of dialogue was one voice shouting down 

another voice, so loud and inconsiderate, until neither was 

heard; and personally, I turned the television to another chan-

nel!  Hidden agendas of thought, word, and expressions 

flowed out of people’s mouths!  In such settings, “the truth” is 

often our judgments ending/deciding on that which is partial 

understanding of what is being said; or, it is a judgment end-

ing/deciding between two sides shouting at each other!   

 Late one night, before going to bed for relaxation and a 

peaceful sleep, I turned to a news channel!  One person was 

being interviewed.  He replied to the one questioning him, 

“But that is not what I said.”  A past-tape of a speech the per-

son had given was played.  Some exact words were played 

back; however, the context of the speech was not reported.  

The context was explained, and it changed the full-impact and 

meaning of what was spoken.  The sentence played back was 

not a declaration, but it was a question!  I went to bed ponder-

ing how we people “rule the day” by misquoting or misrepre-

senting the words of another.  We allow our own mental agen-

das and manipulative exercises in dialogue to faulty interpret 

or apply what has been said.  Why, I’ve even found myself 

thinking what I’m going to say next while another is talking; 

and, I’ve not even heard what has been spoken!   

 In the news cast mentioned previously, one reporter kept 

asking questions.  The one being interviewed ask the reporter, 

“Why do you only ask a question to my question?”  The point 

was not only that reporters can and do ask questions; but 

rather, the reporter had an agenda to fulfill by any means!  

Who questions the reporters?  There is no legal, public, or 

balanced avenue for such to be channeled, viewed, or paid for!  

We are to “trust” the news media to do it “right, fair, just, and  

true”!  We are to trust only the legal arena of the reporters’ 

standards.  Some news people may think no other person is 

capable of doing such!  A “fight” has erupted in media chan-

nels:  political sides called “Right” (conservative) and 

“Left” (liberal).  Either side desires to “win” the public’s view 

and even the legal right to present truth and reality.  One side 

may desire to put the other side out of business!  In the midst 

of this, I have concluded that some conclusions, happenings, 

and decisions in our nation and world may be legal, but not 

ethical!   

 Community life and church life is not barred from im-

properly representing what others say, since members are hu-

man beings living among others!  Communication is our chal-

lenge; yea, communication is a human challenge.  Of the top 

three causes of marriage conflict, sex, money, and communi-

cation, the top problem is “communication.”  Not listening!  

Yelling!  Not talking!  Dogmatism!  Got to have the last word!  

Denial!  - - these, along with others, draw the picture!   

 The person being confronted (previously) by mass media 

replied:  “I don’t mind being quoted, but I do want to be 

quoted properly, in content and context!”  Because of what 

one may say, another may draw a conclusion that since “this 

or that” was said, well then, the person must have gone on to 

say or mean “this…!”  “Stretching” what one says to mean 

something else or fulfill one’s agenda in argumentation is not 

uncommon.  Who hasn’t been squeezed into such a vise; yea, 

who may not have so squeezed another into such a vise?   

 The teaching about “honest words” is referenced in Mat-

thew 5:33-37 and James 5:12:  “Let your yes be yes and your 

no be no.”  The teaching is:  When men use oaths (swearing) 

in the name of God, then men can and may tend to feel that if 

such oaths are omitted, there is no need to speak the truth.  

Simply tell the truth - - all the time!   

 Of course, the spirit and attitudinal crucible of behavior 

as a Christian is:  “Speak the truth in love.ò  Is it better to 

leave some things unsaid?  How we say what we say bears 

equal significance!  “Say what you mean; mean what you 

say.”  -RJB 

ATTENTION! 
 Effective Wednesday, November 3, Take-Out Plates 
will be made for Shut-ins, those who request a Take-Out 
with reservation , and for unforeseen circumstances.  
David will have these prepared in advance.   

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 Pick up boxes in the Bell Tower and return them 
by November 16!  Freddie McVey gives dedicated lead-
ership to this ministry through the name of Baptist Men!   

ANNUAL WOMENõS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 The annual Womenôs World Day of Prayer will be observed on 
Monday, November 1, at 9:30 AM at the Ogburn Clubhouse.  ALL 
women of the church are invited to attend.  Following the program on the 
theme ñIn Step with The Spiritò, lunch will be served featuring soup and 
desserts.   

Sanctuary Flowers 

 Flowers will be placed on the communion table this Sunday 

in loving memory of Grace Kent for her birthday, November 10, 

by David & Martha Kent and family.   

 Flowers will be placed near the organ this Sunday in loving 

memory of David Bertoch by Lisa Bertoch and family.    

NEW GIFTS TO THE BUILDING FUND 

In Memory of Jack Center by Pete & Sandra Rountree 

In Memory of Wendell Durden by June & Bill Rooks, 

Gail & Robert Bowen, Connie Jukes, Janice Bennett, 

LaNelle Durden, Thompson-Strickland-Waters Funeral 

Home, Bobby Sasser, Garry & Rhetta Pittman, Bobby Ray 

& Jacquelyn Collins, Tyler Granite Company, Pete & San-

dra Rountree, Swainsboro-Emanuel Recreation Depart-

ment, Michelle Parker 


